
“Mobilizing Gay Singapore provides an astute, illuminating, and 
utterly fascinating analysis of how the legal sophistication, 
strategic creativity, and sheer courage of gay and lesbian 
activists in Singapore have enabled them to challenge the 
heteronormativity of state and society in increasingly bold 
ways.”—George Chauncey, Samuel Knight Professor of History 
and American Studies, Yale University, and author of  Gay New 
York  
 
For decades, Singapore's gay activists have sought equality and 
justice in a state where law is used to stifle basic civil and 
political liberties. In her ground-breaking book, Mobilizing Gay 
Singapore: Rights and Resistance in an Authoritarian State. 
Lynette Chua asks, what does a social movement look like in an 
authoritarian state? She takes an expansive view of the gay 
movement to examine its emergence, development, strategies, 
and tactics, as well as the roles of law and rights in social 
processes. 
 
Chua tells this important story using in-depth interviews with gay 
activists, observations of the movement's activities-including 
“Pink Dot” events, where thousands of Singaporeans gather in 
annual celebrations of gay pride-movement documents, 
government statements, and media reports. She shows how 
activists deploy "pragmatic resistance" to gain visibility and 
support, tackle political norms that suppress dissent, and deal 
with police harassment, while avoiding direct confrontations 
with the law. 
 
Mobilizing Gay Singapore also addresses how these brave, locally 
engaged citizens come out into the open as gay activists and 
expand and diversify their efforts in the global queer political 
movement.  
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Programme 
  
 6.00pm – 6.30pm Registration @ Moot Court  
  National University of Singapore , Faculty of Law 

  
6.30pm - 6.40pm Welcome Address  
  Simon Chesterman  
  Dean 
  National University of Singapore, Faculty of Law 

  
6.40pm – 6.50pm Lynette J. Chua 
  NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE, FACULTY OF LAW 

  Author of Mobilizing Gay Singapore 
  Rights and Resistance in an Authoritarian State 
  
6.50pm – 7.20pm Discussion Panel  
  Lynette J. Chua  
  Michael Hor, NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE, FACULTY OF LAW 
  Daniel Goh, NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE, DEPT OF SOCIOLOGY   
      

6.50pm – 7.50pm Q&A with Audience 
  
 7.50pm – 7.55pm CALS Book Launch:  
  Mobilizing Gay Singapore 
  Rights and Resistance in an Authoritarian State 
     
8.00pm onwards Reception @ Staff Lounge Block B 
  Sale & Signing of Book 
  NUS Press will be giving a 25% discount on each book sold  
  


