BE &

ﬁ National University
of Singapore

Intellectual Property: TRIPS and Regional Trade Agreements —

N US Centre for Law & Business

Faculty of Law

Spaghetti or Lasagne?

Mr. Wolf Meier-Ewert
Counsellor In the Intellectual Property Division, World Trade Organization, Geneva

Chairperson: Associate Professor Elizabeth Ng Siew Kuan
Deputy Chair and Director (IP), Centre for Law & Business, NUS Law

19MAY 2017, (FRIDAY),4.30PM - 6.15PM
NUS Bukit TiMmAH CAMPUS, Block B Level 3, Executive Seminar Room

ABSTRACT

While bilateral and regional trade agreements (RTAS) have always
coexisted with the World Trade Organization's muiltilateral
treaties, recent years have seen a significant rise in the number
and reach of these RTAs, in particular as regards their intellectual
property content. Although the most ambitious recent RTAS have
experienced setbacks, the momentum for regional co-operation
remains unbroken and has brought its relationship with the WTO
rules into sharp focus.

This seminar examines this relationship from the point of view of
the TRIPS Agreement, the WTO's intellectual property treaty,
whose approach to bilateral and regional IP rules contrasts
markedly with that of GATT and GATS rules that deal with goods
and services. For instance, TRIPS does not contain an exception
that would exempt IP-related obligations in RTAs from the most-
favored nation treatment, the central non-discrimination principle
of the WTO. Against this background, the talk will illustrate the
substantive and institutional interaction between the multilateral
IP regime and individual IP chapters in recent RTAs, as well as
highlight a number of challenges that might arise in this nexus of
public international law and private intellectual property rules.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Mr. Wolf Meier-Ewert is a Counsellor in
the Intellectual Property, Government
Procurement and Competition Division
of the World Trade Organization
(WTO), which is responsible for the
administration of the Agreement on
Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement]. In
this capacity he gives legal advice in
relation to Intellectual Property and the
TRIPS Agreement to Members and Observers of the WTO and
deals with TRIPS-related dispute settlement cases among WTO
Members. He is the Secretary to the Special Session of the TRIPS
Councll, the negotiating group dealing with TRIPS negotiations
under the Doha Round. He has widely lectured on TRIPS and
WTO-related matters.

PROGRAMME

430-500PM  :Registration & Tea

500 -6.00PM  :Seminar by Mr. Wolf Meier-Ewert
6.00-6.15PM  : Question & Answer Session
6.15PM - End of Seminar
REGISTRATION

There is no registration fee for this seminar but seats are limited.

Register at https://tinyurl.com/kp6r7td or scan the QR Code:

[m] 3z [m]

Closing Date: 15 May 2017 (Monday) 12 noon

For enquiries, please contact us at clb@nus.edu.sg

Public CPD Points: 1
Practice Area: Intellectual
Property

Training Level: General
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Participants who wish to claim CPD Points are reminded that they
must comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD
Guidelines. This includes arriving punctually, not leaving the activity
before it has ended, and signing in on arrival and signing out at the
conclusion of the activity in the manner required by the organiser.
Participants who do not comply with the Attendance Policy will not
be able to obtain CPD Points for attending the activity. Please refer
to http;//www sileCPDcentre.sg for more information.
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